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I am pleased to present the 2024 Yearbook of the Latin 
American Agreement on Port State Control of Vessels (Viña 
del Mar Agreement, 1992), an instrument that, since its 
creation, has strengthened the port State control of vessels 
in the region. Its adoption has consolidated this 
strength, thus ensuring that foreign vessels that call at 
the ports of the region comply with the international 
regulations on maritime safety and security, pollution 
prevention and seafarers’ living and working conditions. 

Over the years, the Agreement has been instrumental in 
fostering cooperation between Member Maritime Authorities, 
allowing for a more efficient control and a framework of 
transparency in maritime regulation, with a view to 
eradicating the operation of substandard ships. 

As a result of the joint work, the Agreement has achieved 
significant progress in the harmonization of ship inspection 
procedures, the detection of non-compliances with 
regulations, the implementation of improvements in the 
application of the New Inspection Regime (NIR) and the new 
website. 

Cooperation and information exchange with other regional 
port State control regimes and international organizations 
have also been strengthened and continue to be essential to 
the integration of the Agreement and to reinforcing its 
international role.

Last year has been significant for the Latin American 
Agreement Secretariat, as meaningful progress was achieved 
in regional coordination and conduction of inspections. 
Continued collaboration with Member Maritime Authorities 
and joint efforts in training and technical development have 
contributed to strengthening port State control activities in 
the region. 

This yearbook does not only contain last year's 
achievements and a summary of the region´s statistics but 
also presents the new challenges to come in an ever-
changing world. In this context, the Viña del Mar Agreement 
remains a key platform for enhancing cooperation, exchanging 
information and promoting higher standards in the maritime 
sector. 

As Secretary of the Agreement, I feel proud of the positive 
impact it has had on the region. I am convinced that this 
publication will help reflect on the future of maritime control 
and will encourage us to continue working to improve the 
safety and sustainability of our seas. 

City of Buenos Aires, 1 April 2025
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In response to the call made by the Assembly of the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO), the Latin American Agreement on Port State Control of 
Vessels (Viña del Mar Agreement, 1992) was adopted on 5 November 1992, during 
the 6th Meeting of the Operative Regional Cooperative Network of Maritime 
Authorities of the Americas (ROCRAM), held in the city of Viña del Mar, Chile.

This Agreement, initially signed by the Maritime Authorities of Argentina, Brazil, 
Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela, marked 
an international milestone as it became the first operational framework of this 
nature in a developing region. 

New Maritime Authorities were progressively incorporated, namely: Cuba (1995), 
Bolivia (2000), Honduras (2001), Guatemala (2012), Dominican Republic (2012), and 
the Republic of El Salvador (2023); Currently, sixteen (16) Maritime Authorities 
are Members of the Viña del Mar Agreement [VMA]. 

There are also a number of organizations of the maritime sector and Memoranda 
of Understanding (MoUs) on port State control that participate as Observers in the 
VMA Committee meetings. Some of them are: IMO, International Labour 
Organization (ILO), ROCRAM, Network of Women Maritime Authorities of Latin 
America (MAMLa Network) and the Paris, Tokyo, Caribbean, Black Sea and 
Mediterranean Memoranda of Understanding. 

The signing of the Latin American Agreement entails paramount importance, as it 
lays the basis for closer collaboration between Member Maritime Authorities. The 
common goal is to harmonize port State control procedures in the region and 
maintain an effective system to ensure, with no flag discrimination, that foreign 
ships calling at regional ports meet the requirements of international conventions 
in force, as regards maritime safety, security and pollution prevention, and 
seafarers’ living and working conditions. 
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OBJECTIVES

RELEVANT 
INSTRUMENTS

• Deter the operation of substandard 
vessels through a harmonized system 
of port State control to prevent 
potential risks. 

• To become the ultimate safety net; and
• To eradicate substandard shipping in 

the region.

• To strive for Global Standardization, based 
on regional agreements;

• To reduce accidents; and
• To provide accurate information to other 

regions through international cooperation.

• International Convention for the Safety of 
Life at Sea, 1974, as amended (SOLAS);

• 1988 Protocol relating to the International 
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 
1974, (1988 Protocol to SOLAS);

• International Convention on Load Lines, 
1966 (Load Lines Convention);

• 1988 Protocol relating to the International 
Convention on Load Lines (Load Lines 
Protocol, 1988);

• International Convention for the 
Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, 
as amended by 1978 and 1997 Protocols, 
as amended (MARPOL);

• International Convention on Standards of 
Training, Certification and Watchkeeping 
for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (STCW);

• International Convention on Tonnage 
Measurement of Ships, 1969 (Tonnage 
Convention);

• Convention on the International 
Regulations for Preventing Collisions at 
Sea, 1972 (COLREGs, 1972);

• International Convention on Civil Liability 
for Oil Pollution Damage, 1969 (CLC 
1969), as amended by the 1992 Protocol;

• International Convention on the Control of 
Harmful Anti-Fouling Systems on Ships 
(AFS);

• International Convention for the Control 
and Management of Ships’ Ballast Water 
and Sediments (BWM 2004); and

• Maritime Labour Convention, 2006 (MLC, 
2006).
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AGREEMENT 
COMMITTEE

AGREEMENT 
SECRETARIAT

AGREEMENT 
INFORMATION 

CENTRE 
(CIALA) OBSERVERS: IMO, ILO, 

ROCRAM, MoUs
PSC NATIONAL 

SERVICES

MEMBER MARITIME 
AUTHORITIES

COOPERATING 
MEMBERS OBSERVERS

The organizational structure of the Agreement is composed of various 
bodies that work in a coordinated manner to ensure its operation. 

The organization rests on two essential bodies: the Committee and the 
Secretariat. The Latin American Information Centre [CIALA] plays an 
outstanding role in the latter.

The basis of this organization are the VMA Member Maritime 
Authorities and their national port State control services, which play 
an essential operational role as pertains to ship control. 

Moreover, the Agreement provides for the participation of 
Observers, who participate in the process without having a decision-
making role. Some of them are the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO), the International Labour Organization (ILO), the ROCRAM, 
and many Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs).
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The Viña del Mar Agreement Committee is composed of one representative 
from each of the Member Maritime Authorities. It meets annually and on any 
other occasion deemed necessary. 

Among other functions, the Committee promotes the harmonization of port 
State control procedures and practices, develops and reviews protocols for the 
exchange of information and keeps under constant review issues concerning 
the operation and effectiveness of the Agreement. 

Also, the Committee meetings may be attended by representatives of the 
ROCRAM Secretariat, the Network of Women Maritime Authorities of Latin 
America (MAMLa Network), the IMO and other Memoranda of Understanding, 
as Observers. 
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NEW 
AGREEMENT 
SECRETARY

In 2024, the handover ceremony of the VMA Secretary was held. It was 
presided over by the Director General of Maritime and Port Security, Rear 
Admiral Carlos Esteban Salaburu, and representatives of the various Maritime 
Authorities of the Agreement and MAMLa participated virtually in the meeting. 

During the event, attention was drawn to the achievements and commitment 
of Mr. D’Amico to promoting safety and protection of the marine environment 
during his term and he was presented with an award for his outstanding work 
between 2020 and 2023. 

In his farewell speech, Mr. D’Amico expressed his sincere thanks 
and admiration to all the staff of the Agreement Secretariat and 
CIALA, underscoring their professionalism and efficiency. He also 
conveyed that serving as Secretary during his term was an honour and an 
opportunity to contribute to the strengthening of the objectives of 
cooperation and information exchange between the Member Maritime 
Authorities.  

He also wished the new Secretary every success and expressed his sincere 
gratitude and appreciation to all the representatives of the Maritime 
Authorities of the Agreement and to his colleagues, for their continued 
support, team spirit and excellent cooperation during his term. 

The farewell of the outgoing Secretary marks the end of an era in the Latin 
American Agreement on Port State Control of Vessels, but also the beginning 
of a new chapter full of challenges and opportunities to continue working 
on the harmonization of port State control procedures.  
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The Secretariat, which main office 
is located in the Guardacostas 
building of Prefectura Naval 
Argentina in the city of Buenos 
Aires, is run by the Maritime 
Authority of Argentina, which 
finances its operation and the 
operation of the Information 
Centre (CIALA). 

This mainly administrative body 
operates under the direction of 
the Committee and within the 
limits of the resources available 
for its work. Some of its main 
responsibilities are:  

•

•

•

Organizing meetings, disseminating 
the documents to be submitted and 
support the Committee in the 
performance of its duties;
Being responsible for the operation of 
the Information Centre;
Facilitating the information exchange 
and developing the documents and 
reports necessary for the operation of 
the Agreement; and
Performing all other administrative 
and organizational tasks deemed 
relevant. 
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In order to assist the Maritime Authorities in 
the selection of foreign-flagged ships for 
inspection at their ports, it is essential that 
they have updated information on the 
inspections carried out in other ports in the 
region. 

To this end, the Latin American Agreement 
Information Centre (CIALA) was established, 
under the purview of the Secretariat and 
located in the Guardacostas building of 
Prefectura Naval Argentina. Its main objective 
is to develop and maintain an 
information and data communication 
system, which supports the aims of the 
Agreement, especially as concerns the 
requirements for information exchange. 

• Develop and maintain 
software applications 
related to the Agreement’s 
inspections and data 
communication;

• Manage the system’s 
databases, ensuring data 
integrity and security;

• Provide the updated 
information requested by 
the Committee, Secretariat 
and Agreement users;

• Provide functional 
technical support to the 
Agreement users; and

• Ensure that data on any 
ship inspection carried out 
are readily available for a 
minimum of two years.
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the 
agreement 
currently 

has sixteen 
(16) member

maritime
authorities 
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There are several organizations of the 
maritime sector and Memoranda of 
Understanding (MoUs) on port State control of 
vessels that participate in the meetings of the 
Agreement Committee as Observers. 

Some of them are: the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO), the International Labour 
Organization (ILO), the Regional Cooperative 
Network of Maritime Authorities of the Americas 
(ROCRAM), Network of Women Maritime 
Authorities of Latin America (MAMLa Network) 
and the Paris, Tokyo, Caribbean, Black Sea and 
Mediterranean Sea Memoranda of Understanding, 
among other observers.  

The Agreement appreciates the continued 
participation and collaboration of Observers, as it 
provides significant benefits thanks to the 
vast experience and knowledge they possess. 

Interaction between these actors takes place 
through information and cooperation exchanges 
on training. 
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This regional event, held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from 1 to 4 
October 2024, brought together representatives of the 
VMA Maritime Authorities, the Memoranda of 
Understanding of Paris and Tokyo, the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) and the Network of Women Maritime 
Authorities of Latin America (MAMLa Network). The 29th 
Committee Meeting was chaired by Vice-Admiral Carlos André 
Coronha Macedo and Rear Admiral (retired) Sergio Gago Guida, 
both from the Directorate of Ports and Coasts of the Brazilian 
Navy, which served as host. 

During the meeting, an extensive agenda was discussed and key 
decisions were taken, including amendments to the Agreement 
Text and to the Internal Rules of Procedure, progress in the 
pilot project of PSC inspections on fishing vessels, and the 
review of the Key Performance Indicators in the framework of 
the Agreement Strategical Plan for the five-year period 
2023-2027. Also, a Concentrated Inspection Campaign on the 
Polar Code was envisaged for the 2024-2025 austral summer. 

The Committee praised the training and professional 
development activities for PSCOs delivered, including 
workshops and training courses, and acknowledged the 
support of the IMO Technical Cooperation Division. In 
addition, it approved the future Concentrated Inspection 
Campaigns (CIC) related to the International Ballast Water 
Convention (2025) and Cargo Securing (2026), to be carried out 
jointly with the Tokyo and Paris MoUs. 

The Meeting of Database Managers was also held, where issues 
such as the CIALA operation, improvements in the inspections 
uploading system, the Agreement website and the 
information exchange with external databases were discussed. 
Other topics addressed included the participation of 
women in ship inspections and the collaboration with 
the Maritime Anti-Corruption Network (MACN). 

Finally, the Committee expressed its appreciation to Prefectura 
Naval Argentina for their continued support to the operation of 
the Secretariat and CIALA.  The 30th Committee Meeting will 
take place in Havana, Cuba, in 2025. 
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Participation of 
the Latin 
American 
Agreement 
Secretariat in the 
“24th Port State 
Control Meeting 
of the Black Sea 
Memorandum of 
Understanding 
(Black Sea MoU)” 

The “24th Port State Control Committee Meeting 
of the Black Sea Memorandum of Understanding 
(Black Sea MoU)” was held from 26 to 28 March 
2024 in Batumi, Georgia. The event was attended 
by many Memoranda of Understanding as 
observers, such as Tokyo, Mediterranean, 
Caribbean, Abuja and Indic Ocean and also by the 
Agreement Secretariat. 

During the meeting, the guidelines established in the 
previously adopted agenda were followed and 
pending issues from previous meetings were 
discussed. The 2023 inspection report and the results 
of the Concentrated Inspection Campaign (CIC), held 
from 1 September to 30 November 2023, on “Fire 
Safety”, were submitted.  From a total of 922 ships 
inspected, 15 of them were detained on account of the 
campaign, which represents 1.63% of the total 
inspections of the year. 

One of the topics addressed was the inspection of 
fishing vessels, since we are working on this issue 
through a Correspondence Working Group, in the 
framework of the Agreement. The decision to 
temporary suspend this work was taken, 
pending developments in relevant international 
fora.  

Finally, the Agreement Secretariat submitted an 
informative report (PSCC 24/12.2.1) which 
summarized the VMA 2023 statistical report and 
the port State control activities carried out in the 
Latin American region in 2023. The plenary 
acknowledged the participation of the Secretariat, 
stressing the importance of maintaining a 
continued information exchange to ensure the 
compliance with regional obligations and to 
harmonize port State control procedures in 
conformity with the international regulations in 
force. 
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The Port State Control Committee Meeting of the Paris Memorandum of 
Understanding (Paris MoU) was held between 6 and 10 May 2024, in 
Madrid, Spain, under the chairmanship of Mr. Brian Hogan, with online 
transmission for observers who were unable to attend in person.

During the meeting, there was an announcement that, as of 1 July 2023 the 
Maritime Authority of Montenegro joined the Paris MoU. Also, the future 
Concentrated Inspection Campaigns (CICs) were defined. They will be 
carried out jointly with the Tokyo MoU and focused on: ballast water 
management in 2025 and cargo securing in 2026. The results of the CIC on 
fire safety, carried out between September and November 2023, were 
submitted, which indicated a good level of compliance, although it was 
conditioned by the anticipation of inspections to the shipping sector.

The importance of the integrity of port State control officers and the 
compliance with the Code of Good Practice during inspections were 
underscored. Attention was also drawn to the relevance of integrity and 
transparency for Maritime Authorities and to the fact that any dishonest 
behaviour may lead to criminal prosecution. In this context, the Paris MoU 
supports the objectives of the Maritime Anti-Corruption Network (MACN) to 
raise the level of integrity of shipping.

In addition, the Guidelines for PSC inspections on ships carrying industrial 
personnel were submitted, in order to harmonize inspections to comply 
with the International Code of Safety for Ships carrying Industrial 
Personnel (IP Code), pointing out that such ships shall be subjected to the 
control set out in SOLAS I/19 or XI-1/4.  During the meeting, the Viña del 
Mar Agreement Secretariat (1992) submitted the Latin American 
Agreement 2023 Annual Report and the most recent activities carried out 
in the Latin American region concerning port State control.

Finally, Mr. Hogan closed the meeting by thanking all participants and 
highlighting the progress achieved in port State control, both in the short 
and long terms, owing to the collaborative attitude shown during the event. 

The Viña del Mar 
Agreement 
Secretariat 
participated in 
the “57th Port 
State Control 
Committee 
Meeting of the 
Paris 
Memorandum of 
Understanding 
(Paris MoU)”
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The Latin 
American 
Agreement on 
Port State 
Control of 
Vessels 
commemorates 
the International 
Day for Women in 
Maritime 

With the purpose of recognizing the valuable contribution of women 
in the maritime sector and promoting gender equality, the 
Latin American Agreement on Port State Control of Vessels 
commemorated the International Day for Women in Maritime. 

This day is celebrated on 18 May every year and serves as a global 
reminder of the ongoing struggle for women’s rights and gender 
equality in the maritime sector. 

In this regard, the Agreement had a commemorative video 
made to honour women who work in the maritime industry. 

The video highlights the achievements made and challenges faced by 
women in the sector. It encompasses inspiring stories of women in 
different roles, from ship masters to engineers and port State control 
officers. It seeks to highlight their important contribution and 
encourage women’s participation in this sector. 

Rear Admiral (Ret.) Hugo Gabriel Cafaro, Secretary of the 
Agreement, expressed his appreciation and support to all women 
who play a key role in the maritime sector: “In a sector 
traditionally dominated by men, it is essential to acknowledge and 
praise the work of maritime women and promote an inclusive and 
equitable environment”. 

The commemorative video, disseminated on digital platforms and 
social media, aims at inspiring young women to consider taking up 
careers in the maritime sector and promote a culture of diversity and 
gender equality.
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Participation of 
the Latin 
American 
Agreement 
Secretariat in 
the 43rd 
Meeting of 
EQUASIS 
Editorial Board 

The Secretariat of the Latin American Agreement on Port State Control of 
Vessels participated, as Observer, in the 43rd Meeting of EQUASIS Editorial 
Board, held virtually on 28 May 2024 from Lisbon, Portugal. The meeting was 
chaired by Mr. Jan Fransen of Green Award and was attended by 
representatives of various port State control regimes, such as the Paris, 
Mediterranean, Black Sea and Tokyo MoUs and by maritime organizations, such 
as EMSA, INTERCARGO and GREEN AWARD, among others. 

The Agreement Database (CIALA) Manager, Lieutenant Commander Junior 
Grade Marcial Emilio Torres, attended the meeting on behalf of the Agreement 
Secretariat. During the meeting, one of the main issues addressed was the 
proposal to incorporate to EQUASIS database a new provider, MariTrace, a 
private company dedicated to the geographical positioning of ships. The Board 
decided to continue the dialogue on this integration to decide on how to 
proceed best. The extension of the scope of EQUASIS data concerning the 
protection of marine environment was also addressed. 

Other presentations submitted were the implementation of a new dynamics 
statistics panel on its website and the progress in the integration of the data 
provided by DYNAMARINe. It should be noted that the EQUASIS technical 
equipment thanked CIALA for the work they are performing to improve the 
information exchange. 

EQUASIS aims to collect and disseminate high quality safety-related information 
on the world merchant fleet provided by the holders of such information. In this 
regard, the Latin American Agreement on Port State Control of Vessels (Viña del 
Mar, 1992), since the signing of a memorandum of cooperation signed in 2012, 
has maintained a smooth exchange of information with EQUASIS. 

As in other events, the participation of the Agreement Secretariat allows for 
further improvement of information exchange and cooperation between port 
State control regimes and other stakeholders, with a view to harmonizing port 
State control procedures and enhancing the transparency, communication and 
relation with the shipping industry.
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The Secretariat 
of the Latin 
American 
Agreement 
participated in 
the “29th 
Committee 
Meeting of the 
Caribbean 
Memorandum of 
Understanding on 
Port State 
Control of 
Vessels 
(Caribbean MoU)”

The Committee Meeting of the Caribbean Memorandum of 
Understanding on Port State Control of Vessels (Caribbean MoU) was 
held from 16 to 18 July, in Nassau, Bahamas. The session was chaired 
by Mr.  Michel Amafo from Surinam and opened by Mrs. Jodi Barrow, 
Secretary General of the Caribbean MoU. It was attended by delegates 
of the Member States and observers from the Tokyo and Paris MoUs, 
the USCG and the International Maritime Organization.

Issues relevant to their own functions were discussed, highlighting the 
ongoing analysis of “autonomous ships”. The working group has 
identified key issues to elaborate recommendations and guidelines 
for PSCOs, which will continue to be developed. In addition, a motion 
was submitted to standardize port State control on fishing 
vessels.  However, the difficulties to move forward in such 
proposal were acknowledged. Therefore, this issue will be further 
developed at the next session.

The Caribbean MoU Secretariat also underscored the joint effort 
exerted by those members with difficulties to appoint PSCOs for 
training. In this context, a standardized programme with 
recommendations and checklists was developed. As part of this effort, 
a regional seminar was held in June in Grenada to train PSCOs in their 
roles and provide guidelines on the “Concentrated Inspection 
Campaign 2024 (CIC)” under the theme “Crew wages and seafarers’ 
employment agreements in the framework of the MLC”.

During the meeting, the VMA Secretariat submitted document CPSCC 
29/9.2.6, which displays the statistical results of 2023 inspections and 
regional and international training activities for PSCOs. The plenary 
thanked the Secretariat for the continued support, highlighting the 
prompt exchange of information on stowaway cases occurred this year. 
The active participation of the Secretariat in the activities of other 
memoranda demonstrates its regional commitment, allowing for 
information exchange, technical cooperation and strengthening of ties 
between maritime authorities. 
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The Latin 
American 
Agreement 
Secretariat 
participated in 
the 10th Session 
of the 
Subcommittee on 
Implementation of 
IMO Instruments 
(III 10)

The Secretariat of the Latin American Agreement on Port State Control 
of Vessels (Viña del Mar Agreement) participated virtually in the 10th 
Session of the Subcommittee on Implementation of IMO Instruments 
(III 10), held from 22 to 26 July 2024 in London, with hybrid support. 
During the deliberations, relevant issues relating to port State control 
were analyzed and discussed on a global scale, including the 
assessment of port State control activities, practices, annual reports 
and the results of concentrated inspection campaigns (CIC). The 
Subcommittee welcomed the valuable input provided by the 
different regimes, including the Viña del Mar Agreement.

In pursuance of the Committee’s terms of reference, the Secretariat 
submitted documents III 10/INF.8 and III 10/INF.9, which report on 
the activities and statistics of the inspections carried out by the Viña 
del Mar Agreement in 2023 and the results of the 2023 CIC on fire 
safety systems. The Model agreement on data exchange between 
regional PSC regimes and the IMO was also discussed. The 
Secretariat submitted the progress on the drafting of a revised model 
agreement to be signed by the regional regimes after approval by 
the Member Maritime Authorities.

Other issues addressed were the increase in training and technical 
cooperation activities in 2023 in comparison to 2022 and the increase in 
the overall detention rate, which escalated from 2.67% to 3.16%. In 
addition, discussions were also held on the incorporation of port State 
control measures on fishing vessels among the regional regimes, in 
particular the collaboration programme of the Indian Ocean MoU and 
the pilot project and the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) to 
coordinate PSC inspections on fishing vessels, as per article 5 of FAO’s 
Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate 
Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (PSMA).

This approach is aimed at enhancing control, ensuring decent 
conditions on board and tackling IUU fishing. The participation of the 
Latin American Agreement Secretariat demonstrates its commitment 
with the harmonization of PSC activities and procedures on a global 
basis, thus facilitating regional cooperation and integration, 
strengthening technical cooperation and boosting uniform compliance 
with international standards in this area.
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The Latin American 
Agreement 
announces the 2024 
Concentrated 
Inspection Campaign 
on Crew Wages and 
Seafarers’ 
Employment 
Agreements

The Latin American Agreement on Port State Control of Vessels (Viña 
del Mar, 1992) carried out the 2024 Concentrated Inspections 
Campaign (CIC) on Crew Wages and Seafarers’ Employment 
Agreements under the 2006 ILO Maritime Labour Convention.

It started on 1 September and finished on 30 November 2024. During 
this period, the Maritime Authorities of the Latin American 
Agreement worked together to carry out thorough inspections in key 
ports in the region, in a harmonized way with the Tokyo and Paris 
Memoranda of Understanding. 

The main purpose of the 2024 CIC was to ensure compliance with the 
provisions relating to seafarers minimum wages and employment 
agreements, as laid down in ILO MLC 2006. This convention, adopted to 
enhance seafarers working conditions at a global scale, is essential to 
ensuring fair and proper working conditions in the maritime industry. 

During the campaign, inspections were carried out on ships calling at 
the ports of the region, checking their compliance with 
international labour regulations. Maritime Authorities focused on 
ensuring that conditions on board of ships were safe and 
consistent with the established standards, with special attention 
to wages payment, respect for the limits of hours of work and rest 
and compliance with employment agreements. 

The Latin American Agreement stresses the importance of this 
initiative as part of the continued efforts exerted to strengthen 
maritime safety and protect seafarers’ rights in the region. 
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World Maritime Day 
Commemoration 
Ceremony in 
Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil

On the occasion of the World Maritime Day, on Monday 30 September 
2024, the Brazilian Navy organized a commemorative ceremony on Isla 
Fiscal, in the Centre of Rio de Janeiro. 

The Secretary of the Latin American Agreement, Rear Admiral 
(Ret.) Hugo Gabriel Cafaro and representatives of the Maritime 
Authorities of the Agreement attended the event. 

During the event, which brought together representatives of the entire 
maritime community and was chaired by Admiral Marcos Sampaio 
Olsen -commander of the Brazilian Army- tributes were paid to 
seafarers, especially those with prominent careers. 

The Directorate of Ports and Coasts, Maritime Authority of Brazil, also 
honoured many of their seafarers for their time of service in the 
Merchant Marine. 

This year the theme chosen by IMO for reflection on the World 
Maritime Day, celebrated on 26 September, was “Navigating the 
future: Safety first!” . 

Once again, the Latin American Agreement joined the celebration of 
this important day, which highlights the relevance of maritime 
transport as a pillar of global economy and its crucial role in 
connecting communities and transporting goods. 
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The Deputy Secretary of the Viña del Mar Agreement on Port State 
Control of Vessels, Captain José Fernando Dos Santos, participated in 
the Global Forum on the Maritime Labour Convention (MLC, 2006), 
organized by the International Labour Organization’s (ILO) International 
Training Centre (ITC), from 2 to 4 October 2024.

The Panel, composed of the representative of the Latin American 
Agreement and representatives from other MoUs on port State 
control of vessels, focused on the application of MLC 2006 and the 
importance that regional Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) 
ensure safe and decent living and working conditions for all 
seafarers. Moreover, the Panel addressed the relevance of the 
recent adoption of the Resolution “Living and Working at Sea: 
Promoting and protecting the enjoyment of human rights by 
seafarers” by the Human Rights Council.

The discussion began with a brief question to each panellist on the 
relevance of such Resolution to ensure safe and decent living and 
working conditions to all seafarers. Afterwards, specific questions were 
posed, focusing on the role of MoUs and regional Agreements in the 
implementation of MLC 2006 and, in particular, the contribution of the 
concentrated inspection campaigns (CIC), the progress achieved until 
now and the actions to be adopted to move forward in this essential 
implementation.

The Deputy Secretary had the opportunity to share information on the 
operation of the Latin American Agreement and the progress made in 
this area through the implementation of the 2024 CIC on Crew Wages 
and Seafarers Employment Agreements, which was carried out jointly 
with the Tokyo and Paris MoUs.

ILO Forum  
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Participation 
of the Latin 
American 
Agreement 
Secretariat in 
the 44th 
Meeting of 
EQUASIS’ 
Editorial Board 

The Secretariat of the Latin American Agreement on Port State Control of 
Vessels participated, as Observer, in the 44th Meeting of EQUASIS’ Editorial 
Board, held on 22 October 2024, with hybrid participation, in Lisbon, Portugal. 
The meeting was chaired by Mr. Jan Fransen of Green Award and it was 
attended, on behalf of the Agreement Secretariat, by the Manager of the 
Agreement Information Centre (CIALA), Lieutenant Junior Grade Marcial Emilio 
Torres, and the Technical Officer, Lieutenant Junior Grade Antonella Evangelina 
Astorga. The event was also attended by representatives of other port State 
control regimes (Paris, Mediterranean, Black Sea, Abuja and Tokyo MoUs) and 
other maritime organizations such as EMSA, IACS and GREEN AWARD.

One of the main issues addressed was the proposal to incorporate MariTrace, a 
new private provider of ship positioning data, to the EQUASIS database. The 
Editorial Board issued a positive recommendation on this proposal. In addition, 
the extension of EQUASIS data concerning the protection of marine environment 
was discussed, pointing out that there was a progress in the incorporation of 
data about greenhouse gases emission. These data are publicly available 
on THETIS MRV (EMSA).

EQUASIS is aimed at collecting and disseminating high quality information 
related to the safety of the global merchant fleet, provided by the 
holders of such information. In this regard, the Latin American Agreement on 
Port State Control of Vessels (Viña del Mar, 1992) through a cooperation 
memorandum signed in 2012, maintains a smooth information exchange with 
EQUASIS.

As in other events, the participation of the Agreement Secretariat allows for 
further improvement of information exchange and cooperation between port 
State control regimes and other stakeholders, in pursuit of harmonization of 
port State control procedures and improved transparency, communication and 
relations with the shipping industry.
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The Secretariat of the Latin American Agreement on Port State Control of 
Vessels participated, as Observer, in the 23rd Ordinary Meeting of the 
Regional Cooperation Network of Maritime Authorities of the Americas 
(ROCRAM), held from 21 to 23 October 2024, in Veracruz, Mexico. The event 
was organized by the Maritime Authority of Mexico, which holds the 
Secretary of the Network (SECROCRAM) during the two-year period 
2023-2024. It was attended by the Secretary of the Latin American 
Agreement, Rear Admiral (Ret.) Hugo Gabriel Cafaro and representatives 
of the Maritime Authorities of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, 
Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru and Uruguay. Bolivia, Ecuador and 
Venezuela participated remotely in the meeting.

Some of the main issues addressed concerned maritime safety and 
security and protection of the marine environment. Some Maritime 
Authorities commented on the progress in the Single Window processes, 
the recognition of recreational boating qualifications, the 
accreditation of psychophysical fitness of merchant marine personnel 
and issues of marine plastic litter. In addition, other issues addressed 
concerned the International Maritime Organization’s (IMO) Integrated 
Technical Cooperation Programme (ITCP), its implementation across 
the Network Member Authorities, and the follow-up of ITCP activities by 
the IMO.

In this context, the Agreement Secretary submitted a document on the port 
State control activities carried out in the Latin American region since the 
previous Network meeting and the Agreement’s 2023 Annual Statistical 
Report. As concerns the Agreement Information Centre (CIALA), a 
document was submitted on the progress achieved in the new 
application for inspection upload and the enhancement of the Agreement’s 
website.

The participation in the ROCRAM meetings reinforces the commitment 
with the Agreement’s objectives in terms of information exchange, through 
regional cooperation, for the benefit of the VMA Maritime Authorities 
and the maritime community in general.

The Agreement 
Secretariat 
participated in 
the 23rd 
Meeting of the 
Regional 
Cooperation 
Network of 
Maritime 
Authorities of 
the Americas 
(ROCRAM) 
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The Secretariat of the Latin American Agreement on Port State 
Control of Vessels participated remotely, as Observer, in the 35th 
Meeting of the Committee of the Asia-Pacific Memorandum of 
Understanding on Port State Control (Tokyo MoU) (PSCC35)”, held 
from 11 to 14 November 2024 in Incheon, Republic of Korea. The 
meeting was carried out both in person and remotely and was chaired 
by Mr. Kenny Crawford, Deputy Executive Director of the Maritime 
Authority of New Zealand and Mr. CHEN Kit Jam, from Singapore, as 
Vice-chairperson.

In addition to the Latin American Agreement Secretariat, the meeting 
was attended by other observers representing Memoranda of 
Understanding from varied regions, such as Paris, Caribbean, Black 
Sea, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean, Abuja, the U.S. Coast Guard, the 
International Maritime Organization (IMO) and the International 
Labour Organization (ILO).

Some of the most significant issues addressed were the Agreement 
memberships, the review of previous actions, PSC activities in the 
Asia-Pacific region and other regimes, the amendments to the text of 
the Memorandum of Understanding, external relations and updates of 
the website. Other topics discussed were the future Concentrated 
Inspection Campaigns (CIC) and the implementation of current 
campaigns.

During the meeting, the Agreement Secretary submitted 
document PSCC35/12.3F, which summarizes the activities and 
statistical information of the inspections carried out in 2023 in the 
Latin American region. Mr. Crawford welcomed the presentation and 
thanked the participation of the Secretariat.

The participation of the Secretariat in the PSCC35 contributes to 
improving global PSC procedures, thus promoting a safe, secure and 
environmentally sound maritime system. It also fosters information 
exchange and cooperation in areas such as training and professional 
development of Port State Control Officers (PSCOs).

Participation of 
the Agreement 
Secretariat in 
the 35th 
Meeting of the 
Committee of 
the Tokyo MoU 
on Port State 
Control 
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Authorities of the 
International 
Ship Registry of 
the Republic of 
Marshall Islands 
visited the 
Agreement 
Secretariat 

Captain Luiz Augusto Freitas, Deputy Commissioner for Maritime Affairs 
of the Republic of Marshall Islands and Franco Piccirillo, Eng. and local 
representative of the International Ship Registry of the Republic of 
Marshall Islands, visited the Agreement Secretariat. 

They were received by the Agreement Secretary, Rear Admiral (Ret.) Hugo 
Gabriel Cafaro and the Deputy-Secretary, Captain José Fernando Dos 
Santos.

During the meeting, the representatives of the International Ship Registry 
of the Republic of Marshall described the organization and the operation 
of the institution they represent, which is currently the world’s second 
largest registry in terms of gross registered tonnage, accounting for more 
than 5,000 ships engaged in international voyages. 

Other matters addressed during the meeting were connected to the 
performance of the fleet of the Republic of Marshall Island in terms of 
safety in the ports of the Latin American region and the impact of port 
State control activities on the quality of the fleet. 

For their part, Secretariat staff briefed the visitors on the work of the 
Agreement in general, and, in particular, the activities performed by 
Authorities in their role of port State control. 

Finally, it should be noted that both parties reflected on the importance of 
continuing to work with the commitment to contribute to the achievement 
of safe, secure and environmentally friendly transport. 
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Representatives 
of the Seafarers 
Mission visited 
the Secretariat 
of the Latin 
American 
Agreement on 
port State 
control of 
vessels 

In an effort to strengthen maritime regional cooperation, 
Reverend Ian Hutchinson-Cervantes, Regional Director of the 
Seafarers Mission and father Ariel Irrazabal, representative of 
the Mission in Argentina, met the Agreement Secretary, Rear 
Admiral (Ret.) Hugo Gabriel Cafaro. The meeting, of utmost 
relevance for the benefit and welfare of seafarers, revealed the 
importance of establishing this kind of collaborative exchanges 
in the region.

During the meeting, varied issued were discussed, including 
the impact of the work of the Maritime Authorities of the 
Agreement to improve seafarers’ living and working conditions 
on board of ships. Attention was drawn to the importance of 
strengthening the cooperation among Authorities to tackle the 
challenges faced by seafarers and ensure compliance with 
international regulations.

Preparations for the next Concentrated Inspection Campaign 
(CIC) on the Maritime Labour Conventions (MLC, 2006) were 
also discussed. This campaign was scheduled for the second 
semester of 2024, in line with the Paris and Tokyo Memoranda 
of Understanding. This CIC was a key opportunity to assess and 
improve working conditions in the maritime sector and to 
promote greater awareness of seafarers’ labour rights.

As regards activities and projects for the Latin American 
region, attention was drawn to the commitment undertaken by 
the Seafarers Mission in their work in Argentina, Brazil, Costa 
Rica and Panama.

The meeting between the Seafarers Mission and the 
Agreement Secretariat underscores the relevance of 
international cooperation for ensuring seafarers’ safety and 
welfare and to promote the efforts exerted by the Mission to 
achieve those objectives.
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Visit of 
representatives of 
the Maritime Anti-
Corruption Network 
(MACN): Possible ways 
of cooperation in 
terms of port State 
control

Martin Stene, representative of the Maritime Anti-Corruption 
Network (MACN) paid a significant visit to the Secretariat of the 
Latin American Agreement to discuss possible ways of 
cooperation as concerns port State control activities.

Stene and the members of the Secretariat discussed in depth the 
current PSC practices and examined possible areas of joint 
work. The main objective was to identify strategies to strengthen 
the cooperation between MACN and the Maritime 
Authorities of the Agreement, in order to optimize the efficiency 
and transparency in the control of ships and face the global 
challenges posed by maritime corruption.

During the meeting, attention was drawn to the development and 
implementation of the Code of good practice for port State 
control officers (PSCOs) who carry out inspections in the 
framework of PSC regional regimes (MSC-MEPC. 4/Circ.2). 
Furthermore, the three essential principles of the Code were 
highlighted: integrity, professionalism and transparency. The 
Agreement has been working on them for years.

This visit is a major step in the consolidation of joint efforts to 
improve integrity and efficiency in the maritime sector, thus 
reinforcing the commitment of all parties involved to the mission 
of the Viña del Mar Agreement.

The Agreement Secretariat and MCN will continue to work 
together to implement the proposals discussed and to maintain 
an open dialogue for future developments in this area.  
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The Secretary of the Latin American Agreement on Port State 
Control of Vessels, Rear Admiral (Ret.) Hugo Gabriel Cafaro 
received representatives of the Japanese Classification 
Society ClassNK (Nippon Kaiji Kyokai).

The meeting was held at the offices of the Agreement 
Secretariat and was attended by Mr. Yukihisa SHIBATA, Class 
NK’s Regional Director for North, Central and South America, 
accompanied by Mr. Minao SHIROKIYA and Mr. Nicolás 
GRIMALDI.

During the meeting, the representatives of ClassNK were 
informed about the Latin American Agreement’s activities, 
objectives and procedures in force in the region for port State 
control.

Both parties emphasized the shared commitment to promote 
maritime safety in the region and improve efficiency in port 
State control processes.

In this regard, the visit allowed for reinforcing the 
collaboration between both organizations and highlighting 
the importance of international cooperation, in order 
to strengthen international standards of maritime safety 
and security.

Representatives of 
ClassNK visited the 
Secretariat of the 
Latin American 
Agreement 
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The Agreement 
Secretariat 
coordinated the 
Induction Course 
on the 2024 
Concentrated 
Inspection 
Campaign – “Crew 
wages and 
Seafarer 
Employment 
Agreements” (MLC 
2006)

The Secretariat of the Latin American Agreement on Port 
State Control of Vessels coordinated the Induction Course 
on the 2024 Concentrated Inspection Campaign 
(CIC), focused on “Crew Wages and Seafarer 
Employment Agreements” under the Maritime Labour 
Convention of the ILO (MLC 2006). This course, delivered 
virtually on 21 and 22 August 2024, was attended by 
Port State Control Officers (PSCOs) of the Maritime 
Authorities of the Agreement.

The 2024 CIC, carried out from 1 September to 30 
November 2024, sought to ensure that MLC 
2006 standards are rigorously applied in the region, in line 
with the Tokyo and Paris Memoranda. During the 
course, delivered by staff of the Maritime Authorities of 
Honduras and Guatemala, key issues were addressed, 
such as the 2024 CIC Guidelines and the 10-question form 
that PSCOs used to carry out the inspections.

The trainers, Alejandra Maldonado, Eng., and  
Lieutenant Junior Grade Luis José Afre Santos, explained 
each question of the questionnaire, describing the 
theoretical framework of the regulations to be checked, 
the deficiencies codes and the procedure to be followed in 
case a ship did not comply with the Convention 
requirements. In addition, the Manager of the Agreement 
Information Centre (CIALA) explained the inspections 
upload system during the CIC.

This training was essential to ensuring an 
effective implementation of MLC 2006 during the CIC, as it 
ensured that PSCOs were duly prepared to 
implement the Convention requirements. It also 
contributed to the harmonization of PSC 
procedures and strengthened cooperation among 
Member Maritime Authorities. In this way, the 
exchange of experiences and the regional capacities 
in the protection of maritime worker´s rights are 
bolstered.
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The Secretariat of the Latin American Agreement on Port State 
Control of Vessels delivered the Course on the use of the new 
platform for inspection upload and consultation, which was given 
remotely on 20 and 21 November 2024.

The course was devised and delivered by the staff of the Latin 
American Agreement Information Centre (CIALA) and it was 
attended by the local database managers of the Maritime 
Authorities of the Agreement.

The application, which is in a trial and experimental phase, is an 
update of the inspection upload system currently in place for CIALA. It 
allows Maritime Authorities to register port State control inspections 
carried out in the ports of the Latin American region and make 
consultations in a speedier manner.

During the Course, a presentation on the operation of the system was 
delivered, describing the procedure for uploading an initial inspection 
and a follow-up inspection.  The demonstration proved the facilitation 
of the upload process, showing its significant reduction in registration 
times for follow-up inspections.

Some of the advantages incorporated in the new CIALA application 
are: the automatic updating of the New Inspections Regime (NIR); the 
easy access to the system by the user, once the confidentiality 
commitment provided for in Annex 5 of the Agreement Text has been 
accepted; the connection with different data servers that provide 
CIALA with updated information on ship details and their arrivals in 
the region; among other outstanding functions.

This technological progress optimizes and improves efficiency in the 
recording of inspections, thus promoting the compliance with the 
Agreement’s objectives, continuous improvement and efficiency in 
port State control procedures.

Course on the 
use of the new 
application of 
the Latin 
American 
Agreement 
Information 
Centre (CIALA)
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The Agreement 
Secretariat 
coordinated 
the Course on 
the Inspections 
Campaign (IC) 
on the Polar 
Code

The Secretariat of the Latin American Agreement on Port State Control of 
Vessels, Viña del Mar Agreement 1992, successfully coordinated the Course on 
the Polar Code Inspection Campaign, which was carried out in the framework of 
the Agreement from 15 December 2024 to 15 March 2025 on ships operating in 
the Antarctic region.

The Polar Code covers the full range of issues related to shipping in waters 
surrounding the two Poles: ship design, construction and equipment; operational 
and training issues; search and rescue; and, equally important, protection of 
the unique environment of the Polar Regions and their ecosystems. The 
Code includes mandatory measures that encompass safety (part I-A), 
pollution prevention (part II-A) and recommendatory provisions for both matters 
(parts I-B and II-B).

The Course, carried out remotely on 4 December 2024, was delivered by staff of 
the Maritime Authorities of Argentina and Chile and coordinated by the 
Secretariat. It was attended by the port State control officers of the Member 
Maritime Authorities of the Agreement.

The purpose of this training was to provide regional PSCOs with the necessary 
information to carry out the IC on the Polar Code and participants were expected 
to share the knowledge gained and the useful information received with 
other PSCOs in their Authorities.

Among other matters, the IC Guidelines were submitted and the Questionnaire to 
be used for the PSCOs for the inspections was analyzed in depth. The course 
trainers, PSCO Ampuero Lavado and Lieutenant Junior Grade Rodrigo 
Redondo, explained in detail each question, thus providing not only the 
theoretical framework of the regulation to be checked, but also the potential 
deficiency codes and the actions to be followed in case the ship did not meet the 
requirements of the Code.

This kind of activities is essential to ensuring an effective implementation of the 
IC. As PSCOs receive comprehensive and up-to-date training, these activities 
ensure that they have the necessary knowledge and skills to properly apply the 
provisions of the Code. 
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Participations 
of the Viña del 
Mar Agreement 
in training 
ACTIVITIES 
organized by 
External 
Organizations

The Viña del Mar Agreement, through its Member Maritime Authorities, has had 
an outstanding participation in varied training activities organized by 
external organizations, reflecting the commitment to capacity-
building and harmonization of port State control procedures.

One of the most recent examples of the Agreement’s participation was the 74th 
Seminar of the Paris MoU, held in London in October 2023. This seminar, which 
brought together experts and authorities from many regions, aimed to 
harmonize port State control procedures, as it addressed issues such as 
autonomous ships, new fuels and the improvement of seafarers’ working 
conditions. At this event, the Viña del Mar Agreement was represented by 
Edmundo Augusto dos Reis Monteiro da Cunha of the Maritime Authority of 
Brazil.

Also, the Agreement had the opportunity to participate in the 2024 Expert 
Training Course on the Human Element of the Paris MoU, held in Leiden, The 
Netherlands. The objective of the Seminar was to provide PSCOs with training 
on the human element, focusing on non-verbal communication techniques, 
conversation and interviewing methods and conflict management.

In addition, the Agreement participated in seminars and courses organized by 
the Tokyo MoU, such as the 32nd Seminar for port State control Officers - 2024 
CIC on MLC 2006, and the 12th General Training Course for PSCOs (CWG12). At 
these events, representatives of the Maritime Authorities of Honduras, 
Guatemala and Argentina were able to strengthen their knowledge on the 
control of maritime work, specifically in matters such as crew wages, seafarers’ 
employment agreements and port State control procedures. These courses, in 
addition to providing theoretical and practical knowledge, also promote 
experience exchange and cooperation among professionals from different 
regions.

The Viña del Mar Agreement deeply appreciates the training offered and 
cooperation opportunities provided by these external organizations. We wish to 
convey our sincere thanks to the Paris and Tokyo MoUs and to the IMO for their 
cooperation as concerns PSCOs training. Their continued effort and financial 
support to enhance PSCOs’ training is essential for the compliance with the 
Agreement’s objectives and we are very grateful for giving us the opportunities 
to participate in these initiatives.
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Ships inspected 8835

Ships arrived

in the region

12653

Percentaje 69.83%

MAIN DEFICIENCIES RECORDED IN THE REGION

INSPECTIONS
ARRIVALS

PERCENTAGE OF 
SHIPS INSPECTED 
IN THE REGION

PERCENTAGE OF 
SHIPS INSPECTED 
BY MARITIME 
AUTHORITY 
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NUMBER OF INSPECTIONS RECORDED (DETAIL)

The MAs of Chile, Peru and Mexico also report to the Tokyo Memorandum of Understanding and the 
MA of Cuba to the Caribbean Memorandum of Understanding.
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Number of inspections by ship type
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GROUP OF STATISTICS ON INSPECTIONS

INITIAL INSPECTIONS RECORDED IN THE REGION

TOTAL INITIAL INSPECTIONS: 8835

NUMBER OF INSPECTIONS BY MEMBER MARITIME AUTHORITY
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 NUMBER OF INSPECTIONS BY SHIP TYPE AND PORT STATE
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NUMBER OF INSPECTIONS BY flag AND PORT STATE
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Number of inspections by flag and ship age
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Number of inspections by ship age and type



44

PA
GE



45

PA
GE

NUMBER OF INSPECTIONS BY FLAG IN DETAIL
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INSPECTIONS BY RECOGNIZED ORGANIZATION
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NUMBER OF INSPECTIONS BY RECOGNIZED ORGANIZATION AND PORT STATE



49

PA
GE

NUMBER OF INSPECTIONS BY SHIP TONNAGE

Number of inspections by ship age
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GROUP OF STATISTICS ON DETAINED SHIPS

Detentions by ship flag
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Detentions by Member Maritime AuthoritY

Detentions by ship typE
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Detentions by ship age and flag
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Detentions by ship age and type

Detentions by Recognized OrganizatiON
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Detentions by ship age and Recognized Organization

Deficiencies by breached ConventioN
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GROUP OF STATISTICS ON DEFICIENCIEs

Nature of deficiencies
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GROUP OF STATISTICS ON ACTIONS ADOPTED

KPI INDICATORS
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ANALYSIS OF 2024 STATISTICS
57

As regards the degree of deficiency rectification at regional level, 
the number of deficiencies found was 766 and 481 were rectified 
within this year. This accounts for a rate of 14.80%, with a reasonable 
level of 60%. 

The percentage of different ships inspected at regional level 
reached 69.83%.

The vessel with the highest (historical) number of deficiencies is a 
Bulk Carrier, which is 17 years old. 

The most frequent historical deficiency found corresponds to code 
13102 - Maquinas Auxiliares – Auxiliary engine. The action 
measure most frequently applied was code 17, which accounts for 
49.22% of the total.
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Inspections 
by State

Inspections by 
FLAG

Inspections by 
ship typE

If we analyze inspections by ship type, the ranking was led by the 
following vessels:

Inspections by 
Recognized 
Organization

Similarly, the Recognized Organizations that led the number of 
inspections were the following:

In comparison to 2023, there was an increase of 693 inspections carried 
out, resulting in a total of 8835, whereas the previous year the total 
number was 8142. 

During that period, the detentions trend scaled in comparison to 2023, as 
there were 70 detentions, accounting for 0.79% of the total ships 
inspected; whereas in 2023 49 detentions were carried out, which 
represents a total of 0.60%.

Vessels flying the following flags led the volume of inspections, 
accounting for 69.57% of the total number of inspections in the region.
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INPECTIONS AND 
DETENTIONS BY 
SHIP AGE

Note: These annual statistics includes both inspections and detentions of fishing vessels in compliance with the terms 
of reference of the Committee of the Latin American Agreement on Port State Control of Vessels, in the framework of 
the pilot test of the application of port State control measures on fishing vessels. 



ARGENTINA
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER  Gerardo Daniel Díaz 
Head of Ship Control Division 
estadorector@prefecturanaval.gov.ar 
Telephone: +(54) 11 43187467

BOLIVIA
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER Marcio Alejandro Gutiérrez Balderrama 
Head of the RIBB International Relations Unit 
rrii@ribb.gob.bo / convenios_uri@ribb.gob.bo
Telephone: (+591) 2-243-4415 / 2-243-4435

BRAzIL
CAPITÃO DE MAR E GUERRA (RM1) Uárlem de SáResende 
Viña del Mar Agreement Officer
uarlem.resende@marinha.mil.br
Teléfono: +55 (21) 2104-6676

CHILE
REAR ADMIRAL (Ret.) Mario Montejo Orellana 
Head of Port State Control Division 
psc@dgtm.cl / mmontejo@dgtm.cl / 
mmontejopsco@gmail.com
Teléfono: +(56) 9 75494686

COLOMBIA
CAPTAIN Omar Penagos Vargas 
Port State Control Officer
/ Responsible for Port State Control 
psc@dimar.mil.co / openagos@dimar.mil.co 
Telelphone: +(57) 5 3885131 Ext. 4354
Mobile phone: +(57) 3182016369

CUBA
CAPTAIN Juan Manuel Jimenez Hernandez 
Head of Port State Control Department 
jimenez.sm@amc.transnet.cu
Telephone: (53) 7 8812191
Mobile phone: (53) 5 9999683

ECUADOR
CAPTAIN José Herrera Pillajo 
Deputy Director of Maritime Protection and Security  
jherrerap@armada.mil.ec
Telephone: +593 98451488 / +593 986711720

NAVY LIEUTENANT Diego Morales Palacios 
Adjutant
dmorales@armada.mil.ec
Telephone: +(593)0998816401

EL SALVADOR
JUAN CABRERA LÓPEZ 
Coastguard Adviser
juan_cabrera75@hotmail.com
Telephone: +(503) 7095-9502

NAVY COMMANDER Erick Iván Mangandi Serrano 
Coastguard Commandant 
ivanmangandi@gmail.com
Telephone: +503 7925 3888

GUATEMALA
LIEUTENANT Luis José Afre Santos 
Head of Port State Control Department 
depto.erp@mindef.mil.gt / afresantos71@gmail.com 
Telephone: +(502) 4497-4252 / +(502) 4497-4253

PANAMa
ENGINEER José Luis Ortega
Head of Navigation and Maritime Safety Department 
psc@amp.gob.pa / jlortega@amp.gob.pa
Telephone: + (507) 5015092
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HONDURAS
CAPTAIN Alejandro Rodriguez
Head of Maritime Safety Department 
arodriguez@marinamercante.gob.hn 
Telephone: ++(504) 99781147

ENGINEER Alejandra Maldonado Rosales 
Head of PSC Section 
psc.cortes@marinamercante.gob.hn 
Telephone: ++(504) 99781147

MeXICO
NAVY COMMANDER CG.DEM Williams Hernández Velazco 
Director of Maritime Inspection and Certification  
unicapam.digaprocer@semar.gob.mx
Telephone: +(52) 55-56246500 Ext. 6210

Naval Mechanical Eng. Jose Carlos Fernandez Martinez
Deputy Director of Port and Offshore Coast State Control 
digaprocer.suberpycostafuera@semar.gob.mx
Telephone: +(52) 55-56246500 Ext. 7810

PERU
CAPTAIN SGC Pedro Alarcón Garro
Director of Inspections, Audits and Surveys  
alarc003@dicapi.mil.pe
Telephone: (511) 209-9300 Extension: 6832

NAVY COMMANDER Jorge Gonzales Arbirio
Head of Port State Control Department 
gonza046@dicapi.mil.pe
Telephone: (511) 209-9300 Extension: 6832

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
CAPTAIN Feliciano Pérez Carvajal
Commander of the Naval Command of Harbour’s Master 
Offices and Maritime Authorities
dir.cdp@armada.mil.do
Telephone: +(809) 604-3763

CAPTAIN Wendell Rafael Rodríguez Reyes 
Director of Port State Control Officers   
dir.cerp@academianaval.edu.do
Telephone: +(809) 604-2944

URUGUAY
NAVY COMMANDER Diego Del Rio
Lieutenant of Puerto de Montevideo 
delea@armada.mil.uy / delriopnn@hotmail.com 
Telephone: (+598) 2 916 49 14
Mobile phone: (+598) 97083160

VENEZUELA
REAR ADMIRAL Luis Mérida Galindo
Director General, Office of International and Institutional Relations 
internacionales@inea.gob.ve / lmeridag@gmail.com / lmerida@inea.gob.ve 
Telephone: +58 424 231 5462

REAR ADMIRAL Jesus Martin Acevedo 
Maritime Safety and CIALA Manager 
jmartin@inea.gob.ve / jmmartiacevedo@hotmail.com 
Telephone: +58 426 118 3936
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235 Eduardo Madero Avenue, 
4th Floor, Office No.4.04

City of Buenos Aires (C1106ACC) 
Argentine Republic

Telephone: 
+5411 4318-7648

Switchboard:
+5411 4318 7400 Extension: 2404

E-mail
secretariat-

vma@prefecturanaval.gov.ar

Website:  
http://acuerdolatinioamericano.org

http://acuerdolatinioamericano.org
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